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ARCHIVES ADVISORY BOARD 
Minutes 
October 6, 2009 
Maine State Archives Search Room 
Augusta, Maine 
 
Board present: Sumner Webber (Chair), Twila Lycette, Elaine Stanley, Lyman Holmes 
Staff present: David Cheever, Jeffrey Brown, Barry Marshall, Nina Osier, Hannah Marcus 
(Civil War Symposium Coordinator) 
 
Chairman Webber called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m.  Dave Cheever informed the Board 
that the Maine State Archives has established a kick-off date of April 15, 2011 for the Civil War 
Symposium, and has booked the Augusta Civic Center for that purpose.  He circulated a copy of 
the court decision in the Mac Imaging case, in which the fee set by the Hancock County 
Commissioners for copies of Registry of Deeds digital files was overruled as not meeting the 
“reasonableness” test.  He also told the Board that Harriman Associates has been evaluating the 
Cultural Building for repairs and upgrades, since this building is known to lack both insulation 
and vapor barriers. 
 
When State Archivist Cheever presented a paper at the Society of American Archivists’ annual 
meeting concerning Maine’s lost replevin case in the Virginia courts, one of his colleagues 
suggested that Maine consider bringing suit in Federal court under the Cultural Resources 
Recovery Act.  That act provides for government recovery of cultural artifacts worth $10,000 or 
more, and the Wiscasset copy of the Declaration of Independence has an established value of at 
least $400,000.  The Maine Office of the Attorney General is looking into this. 
 
Mr. Cheever told the Board that Maine has been accepted by the Library of Congress as an 
informational partner in its North Carolina GIS project, with Jeff Brown as primary contact 
person.  He showed the Board examples from a recently accepted gift of Harper’s Weekly Civil 
War illustrations, which will be scanned and the resulting images made available for purchase. 
 
Elaine Stanley moved that the minutes of the Board’s June 18, 2009 meeting be accepted as 
presented.  Lyman Holmes seconded, and the motion was approved. 
 
Ms. Stanley suggested that the Archives Advisory Board write a letter of concern to the 
Governor about its many vacancies.  She observed that with five out of nine seats currently 
vacant, business can be transacted by a quorum of three members — which would be a minority 
of the Board’s intended membership.  Chairman Webber agreed to draft such a letter for the 
Board’s consideration. 
 
Jeffrey Brown presented the state agency records retention schedules, resulting in the following 
actions: 
 
S-1753, Series 141: Athletic Trainers Licensee Files; S-1753; Series 142: American Sign 
Language, English Interpreters and Transliterators Licensee Files.  Elaine Stanley moved 
to table this series until Records Management staff can determine whether or not the 
Dept. of Professional and Financial Regulation keeps any permanent record of 
individuals who have held these licenses.  Twila Lycette seconded, and the motion was 
approved.  Board members expressed particular interest in learning whether or not there 
are minutes kept of any hearings on complaints against licensees. 
 
S-1754, Series 146: Charitable Solicitations – Annual Report on Charitable Fundraising 
Activity.  Twila Lycette made a motion to change the disposition of this series to 
Archives.  Lyman Holmes seconded, and the motion was approved. 
 
All other series were approved as proposed on the meeting’s agenda. 
 
After a brief adjournment for lunch, the Board reconvened and reviewed comments received on 
the draft of Rules for Disposition of Local Government Records advertised by the Secretary of 
State on August 26, 2009.  The 30-day comment period closed on September 25, 2009.  
Comments and the Board’s responses to them included: 
 
Dan Boutillier, City of Portland Director of Information Systems, stated that e-mail did 
not seem to be specifically covered as a government record.  While Chapter 10’s 
definition of a record includes all media, which Nina Osier said she had already told Mr. 
Boutillier in her acknowledgment of his comment, the Board discussed this recurring 
misconception and decided that a future rule change should address it. 
 
Beverly Bustin-Hatheway requested that the word “instantaneous” be stricken from 
Section 8’s revised language.  The Board agreed to do so. 
 
Jeff Austin of the Maine Municipal Association shared his organization’s concern that the 
proposed language concerning cat vaccinations sounded like an order to destroy.  Nina 
Osier said that she had suggested rewording this item to make it clear that cat 
vaccinations, which are of no use to municipalities but are sent to them by the Dept. of 
Agriculture along with dog vaccinations, need not be treated as municipal records at all.  
The Board agreed to this. 
 
Twila Lycette, Linda Cohen, and other municipal clerks requested that instead of being 
stricken from Chapter 10, Disposition Schedule E (Election Records) should be updated 
to agree with current statutes and annotated with the statutory references for all retention 
requirements set by law.  The Board agreed that this would be done. 
 
Leon Levesque, Superintendent of Schools for the Lewiston School Department, 
expressed his support for revising Section 10 of Chapter 10 to allow local government 
agencies to deposit confidential records in an approved alternative institution, provided 
that the institution has the resources to both effectively maintain the records and to 
comply with the confidentiality policies of the local agency.  The Archives Advisory 
Board had already agreed to make this change. 
 
The Board set its next meeting for 10 a.m. on December 10, 2009, with a snow date of December 
17.  On a motion made by Twila Lycette and seconded by Lyman Holmes, the meeting 
adjourned at 1:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Nina M. Osier, Director 
Division of Records Management Services 
